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who suffered by English competition and Chauvinists who dreaded her supremacy at sea were joining in a hue and cry against Pitt;1 and Mirabeau gained credit by posing as the national champion. Further, by holding peace and war, as it were, in the folds of his toga, he enhanced his value in the diplomatic market. His corruptibility was notorious. Even the sums which he drew from the King were far from meeting tho yawning gulf of his debts.
In the present case there was much to tempt him to political auctioneering. There were present in Paris two political agents to whom Pitt had confided the task of humouring the French democrats and dissolving the Family Compact. These were William Augustus Miles and Hugh Elliot. The former was a clever but opinionated man, half statesman, half busy-body, capable of doing good work when kept well in hand, but apt to take the bit into his teeth and bolt. He had already looked into the affairs of Brabant, Liege, and Frankfurt for Pitt; and as early as 4th March the Prime Minister summoned him to Downing Street for the purpose of sending him to Paris; but not til! the middle of July did he finally entrust to him the task of inducing French deputies to annul the Family Compact. That this was to be done secretly appears from the order that he was to have no dealings whatever with the British Embassy.2 Unfortunately the letters which passed between Pitt and Miles at this time have all been destroyed.3 But we know from other sources that Miles was charged to prepare the way for an Anglo-French entente. He certainly made overtures to Talleyrand, Mirabeau, and Lafayette; he was also elected a member of the Jacobins Club, and worked hard to remove the prejudices against England. These he found exceedingly strong, all the
' "Gower's Despatches," 29; "Corresp. of W. A. Miles," i, 162, 163.
a Ibid.) \, 41-8, 150.
8 In the Pitt MSS. there is a packet (No. 159) of MHes's letters to Pill, beginning with r;8s. On 13(11 May r;o,o Miles wrote to Pitt that George Rose had informed him he could not see how Pitt could employ him. Miles begged Pitt for a pension as a literary man. There is no other letter to Pitt until loth December 1790, dated Paris:—" My attachment to your interest and a sincere desire to give every possible support to your Administration induced me to engage without difficulty in the enterprise proposed by Mr. Rose, and to accept of a salary inadequate to the expenses or the most fru^nl establishment," viz., £400 a year. He adds that he has trenched on his private property, and concludes by asking for the consulate at Ostend.D.*! (•• '<•-!• .j^.j8« passible. Tilt* jr.ilniny nl llhit ('<nuii ^dvr- iltt- ftitl j.j,^,, .-L. E> je;.,J pride rcfu^e^ 1411 "(41 unit Tlir i«mi>6i|tti*nt e i» c^nlrn! \\r i, »&r t,,,, for llic miiniK0 at N«nnk4 |«.) t annul let* A %uhjm i n) t^^ I.^.KEU t lite ttntrit nf itie Kintttit-Ki AW\ your nwn *ri»*t^iii esr»t( ^....4 s,p3u5str a
